This proposal emanated from discussions at the "Colloque International sur les Rhabdovirus" (A. Berkaloff, convenor), held in Roscoff, France 10, 1972 (11, 20) . It is almost invariably present near the top of acrylamide gel electropherograms of VS viral proteins dissociated in sodium dodecyl sulfate, mercaptoethanol, 8 M urea, and by boiling (20) . A large protein is also frequently present in disc electrophoretic profiles of proteins extracted from rabies virus (18) and stained gels of potato yellow dwarf virus (15) . Analysis by electrophoresis on polyacrylamide gels of the L-protein peptides cleaved by cyanogen bromide revealed a fingerprint pattern distinct from that of three of the other VS virion proteins (S. (7, 9, 10, 16) . The G protein is primarily associated with the plasma membrane of the VS virus-infected cell (8, 19) .
N protein (M.W.-50,000). The evidence seems clear that this major virus component is the structural protein of the nucleocapsid of all rhabdoviruses studied to date (7, 11, 15, 18, 21) . It is tightly bound to the virion RNA and renders it resistant to ribonuclease (5) . The N protein complexed with viral RNA can be effectively separated from virion envelope proteins by treatment with deoxycholate (5, 18, 21) and can be freed of other nucleocapsid proteins by exposure to a high-salt environment (14) . NS protein (M.W.
-40,000-45,000). This designation is the least satisfactory of all those proposed for the VS viral proteins and will undoubtedly be superseded when more information is available concerning the function of this protein. The original term NS, stood for nonstructural protein number 1 because large amounts of this protein were found to be synthesized in VS virus-infected cells despite failure originally to detect it in released purified virions (13, 22) . The possibility of the existence of another smaller nonstructural protein, termed NS2 (22), now seems unlikely and is not considered in this report. Subsequently, Mudd and Summers (17) identified on high resolution gels a minor VS virion protein IV which migrated to about the same position as protein NS,. This observation was confirmed by other investigators who provided additional evidence that this protein was a minor component of the VS viral nucleocapsid core in association with proteins N and L as well as the viral RNA (3, 14) . We are also following the suggestion made by several investigators to drop the subscript 1 and simply refer to this protein tentatively as NS. M protein (M.W. _ 29,000). This designation is proposed because of general agreement that this major nonglycosylated protein is an integral component of the VS viral membrane (8, 19, 22) but is less accessible than the G protein to proteolytic enzymes and nonionic detergents (7, 10) . The earlier designation of S (for surface) protein (22) is incorrect and should be abandoned. The hypothesis has been advanced that the M protein is the matrix protein that serves to bind the ribonucleocapsid to the VS viral envelope (6) . In this respect, as well as others, the rhabdovirus M protein is quite similar to, but not interchangeable with, the single matrix protein of paramyxoviruses (16) . Rabies virus, in contrast, contains two M proteins that migrate rapidly on polyacrylamide gels (10, 18) . We propose that these rabies proteins be designated Ml for the larger and M2 for the smaller component. The M proteins of the New Jersey serotype and Cocal virus are slightly smaller than the M protein of the Indiana serotype (20, 23; P. Talbot and F. Brown, unpublished data). Wunner 
